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way out, it's time to
shift tactics for transition
redfish in South Carollna 5
Lowcountry.

Wlu rn:dl ing along the Carokna
h,

udL 'mdmum .vhm bmh trout and m:ln
argets, blind



Gear and _Flles

Captain Jack Brown's
Electric Chicken

.Captam John Gmhh s
Five-Inch Deceiver

If You Go

ne af my favarite spots In the St. Helena

‘Sound area s the alrport fiat near Warsaw
Iskand. Fish this area on bow or rising tides
foe spottails in the very shallow water. The
redfish are schooled on low-tide flats retating
to ayster outcroppings and shoreline coves.
Trout will be found near points as the water
rises or falls from the grass. Access is easy
from the landing on Lady's Island, down

fucked behind the string of barrer iskands, are
dozens of productive fiats. Check the Trenchards
Inlet area and the Harbor River area. Two kand-
ings that allow easy access to both are Station
Creak Landing on Saaside Road, 5t. Helena
Island, and the landing at the foot of the Fripp
Island Bridge on Hunting Iskand.

Many good fish-halding areas are shown
on Top Spot waterproof map number NZ33
(availablz from www.bluewaterweb.com) and
Waterprood Charts, Inc., Chart 93F javailabls

Chechesses River, at the foot of the Route
170 Bridge. Run downriver to the Rose ksland
cut, and fish the small grassy islands on the
Chechessae side for frout on the falling tide.
Then, cross over to the Broad River side and
fish low tie for redfish along Daws Iskand.
Farther uprives, abowve the Broad River Bridge,
Is & pood series of flats around Hazards
Creak.

Batween Part Royal and St. Halena sounds,

Single fish like that are a plus, but what
vou really want are schools of fish staging
along the spartina. Redfish will hold tight
in less than two feet of water against the
5. With good boat work, you can cast
ln the edge of the school, bring a fish in,
and then go pick off another. Retrieves
that continue without a strike into deeper
water may tempt a trout.

Keeping slack out of the line is
Flies that hit the water and
he bottom on a slack line often
foul with moss, hang
struck by an aggressive fish, are often
rejected before the angler feels the stri

in shells, or if

needed to straighten the line. Keep the rod
pointed at the fish and continue st u”wn;.,
at whatever spead is appropr 3
ith the line tight 50 you are ready to s
strike om subtle pickups,

tht Mdkﬁb a Good Flat?
hing for redfish,

will figure out what
a good redfish flat Jooks like. You can, how-
ever, shorten the learning curve by catalog
ing the characteristics of a fruitful flat.

Capt. Jack Brown, who is one of the

best guides in the
South Carolina, an
most productive and

ound Beaufort,
d the flats he finds
it together a list of

Sam's Point Road, Route B02, whi a-  trom nd local
lowes quick access to Goosaw River spots. tackle shops).

Port Royal Sound near the Broad River
5 easily accessed from tha landing on the Guides & Information

Local sources of infarmation and supplies
include Bay Street Outfitiers in downtown Beau-
fort; Grayco Hardware on Sea lsland Parkoway;
and Lady's Isiand Boat and Dock Supply an
Ribaut Road, Port Royal, For guiding services,
eheck in with Capt. Jack Brown (343) B38-0360,
Capt Tuck Scott (343) 271-5406, or Capt. Rich-
ard Sykes (843) B38-2245. All are excellent light-
tackle and fiy-fishing quides. A South Carolina
saltwater license is required. —J/ &

shiaredd traits, The most important: A good
flat must hold some water, even on the low-
est negative tides, If a negative tide drains

a flat'’s shallow-water refuge completely
dry, the redfish’s archenemy, bottlenose
dolphins, can ravage the fish when they are
forced back into a deeper channel,

Analyring further, Jack found that
water depths on the best “pluff mud” and
sand flats change gradually, whether the
flat is as large as a city block or as small as
a basketball court. Also, there will almost
always be 1 the highest portions
of the flat—areas covered only at high
tide—where the redfish forage for crabs
and other food in the warmer months.
Ovyster beds are generally present, and
these provide sanctuary for small fishes
and other critters, and often a creek or
tidal cut drains into the flat. Most good
fishing spots v
deeper water ne

T'he spring
time of the year for fishin,

0 have some much

oy

sition is not the easiest
vt it gets
progressively better as the water warms

nd March,
begins
Life

after lean fishin,
the sunshine f
to run, and the fi kh et activ

good in the Lowcountry sp
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